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Mercury and the Making of California, Andrew Johnston’s multidisciplinary examination of the history and
cultural landscapes of California’s mercury-mining industry, raises mercury to its rightful place alongside
gold and silver in the development of the American West.

Gold and silver could not be refined without mercury; therefore, its production and use were vital to securing
power and wealth in the West. The first industrialized mining in California, mercury mining had its own
particular organization, structure, and built environments. These were formed within the Spanish Empire,
subsequently transformed by British imperial ambitions, and eventually manipulated by American bankers
and investors. In California mercury mining also depended on a workforce differentiated by race and
ethnicity. The landscapes of work and camp and the relations among the many groups involved in the
industry—Mexicans, Chileans, Spanish, English, Irish, Cornish, American, and Chinese—form a crucial
chapter in the complex history of race and ethnicity in the American West.

This pioneering study explicates the mutual structuring of the built environments of the mercury-mining
industry and the emergence of California’s ethnic communities. Combining rich documentary sources with a
close examination of the existing physical landscape, Johnston explores both the detail of everyday work and
life in the mines and the larger economic and social structures in which mercury mining was enmeshed,
revealing the significance of mercury mining for Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Feaster:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Mercury and the Making
of California: Mining, Landscape, and Race, 1840-1890 (Mining the American West) book as basic and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lou Marshall:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Mercury and the Making of California: Mining, Landscape, and Race, 1840-1890
(Mining the American West) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have
those short extra time problems.

Lidia Flynn:

You can find this Mercury and the Making of California: Mining, Landscape, and Race, 1840-1890 (Mining
the American West) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written
or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

John Stewart:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Mercury and the Making of
California: Mining, Landscape, and Race, 1840-1890 (Mining the American West) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the e-
book Mercury and the Making of California: Mining, Landscape, and Race, 1840-1890 (Mining the
American West) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of this time.
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