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Dazai Osamu wrote The Fairy Tale Book (Otogizoshi) in the last months of the Pacific War. The traditional
tales upon which Dazai's retellings are based are well known to every Japanese schoolchild, but this is no
children's book. In Dazai's hands such stock characters as the kindhearted Oji-san to Oba-san ("Grandmother
and Grandfather"), the mischievous tanuki badger, the fearsome Oni ogres, the greedy old man, the "tongue-
cut" sparrow, and of course Urashima Taro (the Japanese Rip van Winkle) become complex individuals
facing difficult and nuanced moral dilemmas. The resulting stories are thought-provoking, slyly subversive,
and often hilarious.

In spite of the "gloom and doom" atmosphere always cited in reviews of The Setting Sun and the later No
Longer Human, though, Dazai's cutting wit and rich humor are evident in the entire body of his work. His
literature depicts the human condition in painfully blunt and realistic terms, but, like life itself, is often
accompanied by a smile.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

The book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of Dazai Osamu can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book
of Dazai Osamu? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of Dazai Osamu has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Nancy Martindale:

Often the book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of Dazai Osamu will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of
Dazai Osamu is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Cathy Lantz:

The publication untitled Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of Dazai Osamu is the book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of Dazai Osamu from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Belinda Smith:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book
of Dazai Osamu to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Otogizoshi: The Fairy Tale Book of Dazai Osamu can to be your new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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