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Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential architecture firms in
the world. SOM has long been known for innovation, experimentation, design excellence, and technical
mastery, for an abiding interest in the contributions that buildings can make to the life of cities, and for a
collaborative approach that extends to all aspects of the design and construction processes. This volume
presents work from the late 1990s and 2000s.

In an era of true globalization in design and commerce, SOM has come to occupy a unique place in
American and international architecture. Recognized for the exceptional quality of its architectural design
and urban planning, the firm is also renowned for its clients, an eminent group of businesses and institutions.
In the years 1997–2008, the period represented in this monograph, SOM’s steadfast dedication to a modern
expression has produced an important series of works at all scales, in a variety of typologies, in countries
around the world. From the diminutive Skyscraper Museum in New York City to the radiant Cathedral of
Christ the Light in Oakland, California, to the master plan and two buildings for the University of California
Merced, the newest U.C. campus, the works shown here illustrate the remarkable range of SOM’s current
practice.

Perhaps no work exemplifies the firm’s creative, multifaceted approach as much as 7 World Trade Center,
the first structure built at the World Trade Center after September 11, 2001. On a site claimed by commerce
but also subject to the demands of memory, SOM created an elegant stainless-steel and glass tower that
restores the New York City street grid and begins the process of remaking this part of the city. A suggestive
combination of artistic and structural expertise, dedication to finding sustainable design solutions,
collaborations with preeminent artists and designers, and commitment to urbanism characterize not only 7
World Trade Center but SOM’s recent body of work.

Among the projects shown is the massive U.S. Census Bureau Headquarters in Suitland, Maryland, the first
federal office building to receive a LEED rating. The U.S. Embassy in Beijing elegantly responds to the local
culture and site. An abundance of airport projects—in New York, San Francisco, Boston, Israel, and
Singapore—shows SOM’s mastery of this complex project type. The firm’s commitment to urbanism and its
ability to work at a large scale on sites of great visibility are evident in the designs for the Time Warner
Center in New York and Tokyo Midtown, as well as in a series of grand master plans: Chongming Island in
Shanghai, the redevelopment of the waterfront in Alexandria, Egypt, and Treasure Island in the San
Francisco Bay. At the same time, the firm often works at a fine scale, as in the Burr Street School in
Connecticut, the retail prototype for Charles Schwab, and the Condé Nast Cafeteria in New York.

Kenneth Frampton brings a historian’s perspective to SOM’s recent work, tracing its evolution back to the
Miesian modernism dominant at the time of the firm’s founding and forward to the cutting-edge technical
advances to which the firm has devoted itself. Large-span structures, high-rise towers, low-rise topographic
forms, compositions that incorporate media, and constructivist essays: all contribute to the development of
contemporary architecture and contemporary urbanism alike. Well into its eighth decade of practice, SOM
continues on a course of twenty-first century modernism, a modernism that is diverse and inclusive,
contextual, urbane, and populist.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Spencer:

This SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This particular SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 without we recognize teach
the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry SOM:
Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 having excellent arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Fern Barron:

The reason why? Because this SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Mary Larrick:

SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing SOM:
Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-2008 although doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Vickie Gilbert:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1997-
2008 was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book



which you wanted.
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