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For the past 180 years, the inherent power of indigenous tribes to govern themselves has been a central tenet
of federal Indian law. Despite the U.S. Supreme Court’s repeated confirmation of Native sovereignty since
the early 1830s, it has, in the past half-century, incrementally curtailed the power of tribes to govern non-
Indians on Indian reservations. The result, Dewi Ioan Ball argues, has been a “silent revolution,” mounted by
particular justices so gradually and quietly that the significance of the Court’s rulings has largely evaded
public scrutiny.

Ball begins his examination of the erosion of tribal sovereignty by reviewing the so-called Marshall trilogy,
the three cases that established two fundamental principles: tribal sovereignty and the power of Congress to
protect Indian tribes from the encroachment of state law. Neither the Supreme Court nor Congress has
remained faithful to these principles, Ball shows. Beginning with Williams v. Lee, a 1959 case that
highlighted the tenuous position of Native legal authority over reservation lands and their residents, Ball
analyzes multiple key cases, demonstrating how the Supreme Court’s decisions weakened the criminal, civil,
and taxation authority of tribal nations. During an era when many tribes were strengthening their economies
and preserving their cultural identities, the high court was undermining sovereignty. In Atkinson Trading Co.
v. Shirley (2001) and Nevada v. Hicks (2001), for example, the Court all but obliterated tribal authority over
non-Indians on Native land.

By drawing on the private papers of Chief Justice Earl Warren and Justices Harry A. Blackmun, William J.
Brennan, Thurgood Marshall, William O. Douglas, Lewis F. Powell Jr., and Hugo L. Black, Ball offers
crucial insight into federal Indian law from the perspective of the justices themselves. The Erosion of Tribal
Power shines much-needed light on crucial changes to federal Indian law between 1959 and 2001 and
discusses how tribes have dealt with the political and economic consequences of the Court’s decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Erosion of Tribal Power: The Supreme Court's
Silent Revolution will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Eric Bass:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Erosion of Tribal Power: The Supreme Court's Silent Revolution
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

James Harris:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Erosion of Tribal Power: The Supreme Court's Silent Revolution. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.

Fred Musso:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Erosion of
Tribal Power: The Supreme Court's Silent Revolution.
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