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The Traité de l'harmonie of Jen-Philippe Rameau is one of the most important books in the history of
Western music. Written while Rameau was still a relatively obscure organist and music master at Clermont-
Ferrand, the book received but one printing during Rameau's life, in 1722, shortly before he settled in Paris.
The Traité was immediately recognized as a profound advance in musical theory, however, and it established
Rameau's reputation as a theorist. His book was the first to codify those principles of tonality that were to
dominate the music of the West for almost two centuries. Even today the theories of Rameau remain the
basis for the study of harmony.
Rameau's Traité de l'harmonie is divided into four books, the first of which presents the mathematical basis
from which Rameau sought to derive his theories. Book Two may be considered the most important section
of the Traité; in it Rameau generates his entire harmonic system from fundamental principles, explaining
intervals, chords, and modes — everything, in fact, essential to musical composition in tonal style. Working
from the principles developed in Books One and Two, Book Three treats the practical rules of composition,
including such topics as harmonic modulation and chord progressions. Book Four concerns the practical art
of accompaniment on harpsichord or organ, including the realization of a figured bass. Corrections added by
Rameau in a supplement are included in the text, and all the musical examples have been reset in modern
musical notation. In addition, two pages from a unique copy of the first issue of the first edition are given in
facsimile. The translator's introduction discusses the history of the work, Rameau's mathematics, and his
place in the history of music theory.
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From reader reviews:

Matilda Greiner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music). Try to the actual
book Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Bobbi Brunner:

The guide untitled Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) is the guide that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Rod Doughty:

Exactly why? Because this Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Curtis Swasey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on
Music) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Treatise on Harmony (Dover
Books on Music).
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