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For the Yaka of Southwestern Zaire, infertility is a tear in the fabric of life, and the Khita fertility ritual is a
trusted way of reweaving the damaged strands. In Weaving the Threads of Life Rene Devisch offers an
extended analysis of the Khita cult, which leads to an original account of the workings of ritual healing.

Drawing on many years among urban and rural Yaka, Devisch analyzes their understanding of existence as a
fabric of firmly but delicately interwoven threads of nature, body, and society. The fertility healing ritual
calls forth forces, feelings, and meanings that allow women to rejoin themselves to the complex pattern of
social and cosmic life. These elaborate rites—whether simulating mortal agony and rebirth, gestation and
delivery, or flowering and decay; using music and dance, steambath or massage, dream messages or
scarification—are not based on symbols of traditional beliefs. Rather, Devisch shows, the rites themselves
generate forces and meaning, creating and shaping the cosmic, physical, and social world of their
participants.

In contrast to current theoretical methods such as postmodern or symbolical interpretation, Devisch's
praxiological approach is unique in also using phenomenological insights into the intent and results of
anthropological fieldwork. This innovative work will have ramifications beyond African studies, reaching
into the anthropology of medicine and the body, comparative religious history, and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Weaving the
Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Kathryn Robinson:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita
Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ronald Searle:

Beside this kind of Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka
in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita
Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Bess Cook:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult
among the Yaka was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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