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This book provides the first book-length, English-language account of the political ethics of large-scale,
Western-based humanitarian INGOs, such as Oxfam, CARE, and Doctors Without Borders. These INGOs
are often either celebrated as 'do-gooding machines' or maligned as incompetents 'on the road to hell'. In
contrast, this book suggests the picture is more complicated.

Drawing on political theory, philosophy, and ethics, along with original fieldwork, this book shows that
while humanitarian INGOs are often perceived as non-governmental and apolitical, they are in fact
sometimes somewhat governmental, highly political, and often 'second-best' actors. As a result, they face
four central ethical predicaments: the problem of spattered hands, the quandary of the second-best, the cost-
effectiveness conundrum, and the moral motivation trade-off.

This book considers what it would look like for INGOs to navigate these predicaments in ways that are as
consistent as possible with democratic, egalitarian, humanitarian and justice-based norms. It argues that
humanitarian INGOs must regularly make deep moral compromises. In choosing which compromises to
make, they should focus primarily on their overall consequences, as opposed to their intentions or the
intrinsic value of their activities. But they should interpret consequences expansively,
and not limit themselves to those that are amenable to precise cost-benefit analysis. The book concludes by
explaining the implications of its 'map' of humanitarian INGO political ethics for individual donors to
INGOs, and for how we all should conceive of INGOs' role in addressing pressing global
problems.
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From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Between Samaritans and States: The Political Ethics of Humanitarian INGOs.

Eric Chabot:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Between Samaritans and States: The Political Ethics of Humanitarian
INGOs book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer connected with Between Samaritans and States: The Political Ethics of Humanitarian
INGOs content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Between
Samaritans and States: The Political Ethics of Humanitarian INGOs is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Megan Lapointe:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Between Samaritans
and States: The Political Ethics of Humanitarian INGOs which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.

Bruce Williamson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Between Samaritans and States: The Political Ethics of Humanitarian INGOs. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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