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"The Soul Exceeds its Circumstances" brings together sixteen of the most prominent scholars who have
written on Seamus Heaney to examine the Nobel Prize winner’s later poetry from a variety of critical and
theoretical perspectives. While a great deal of attention has been devoted to Heaney’s early and middle
poems—the Bog Poems in particular—this book focuses on the poetry collected in Heaney's Seeing Things
(1991), The Spirit Level (1996), Electric Light (2001), District and Circle (2006), and Human Chain (2010)
as a thematically connected set of writings. The starting point of the essays in this collection is that these
later poems can be grouped in terms of style, theme, approach, and intertextuality. They develop themes that
were apparent in Heaney’s earlier work, but they also break with these themes and address issues that are
radically different from those of the earlier collections. The essays are divided into five sections, focusing on
ideas of death, the later style, translation and transnational poetics, luminous things and gifts, and usual and
unusual spaces. A number of the contributors see Heaney as stressing the literary over the actual and as
always looking at the interstices and positions of liminality and complexity. His use of literary references in
his later poetry exemplifies his search for literary avatars against whom he can test his own ideas and with
whom he can enter into an aesthetic and ethical dialogue. The essayists cover a great deal of Heaney’s debts
to classical and modern literature—in the original languages and in translations—and demonstrate the degree
to which the streets on which Heaney walked and wrote were two-way: he was influenced by Virgil,
Petrarch, Milosz, Wordsworth, Keats, Rilke, and others and, in turn, had an impact on contemporary poets.
This remarkable collection will appeal to scholars and literary critics, undergraduates as well as graduate
students, and to the many general readers of Heaney's poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Jaco:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name "The Soul
Exceeds Its Circumstances": The Later Poetry of Seamus Heaney suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled "The Soul Exceeds Its Circumstances": The Later
Poetry of Seamus Heaneyis a single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world with this book.

Robert Dunham:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is "The Soul Exceeds Its Circumstances": The Later Poetry of Seamus
Heaney this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Michelle Favors:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is identified as of book "The Soul Exceeds Its Circumstances": The Later Poetry of Seamus Heaney. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Liza Serrano:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book "The Soul Exceeds Its Circumstances": The Later Poetry of Seamus Heaney we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this



book "The Soul Exceeds Its Circumstances": The Later Poetry of Seamus Heaney. You can more appealing
than now.
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