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Where do turtles hail from? Why and how did they acquire shells? These questions have spurred heated
debate and intense research for more than two hundred years. Brilliantly weaving evidence from the latest
paleontological discoveries with an accessible, incisive look at different theories of biological evolution and
their proponents, Turtles as Hopeful Monsters tells the fascinating evolutionary story of the shelled reptiles.
Paleontologist Olivier Rieppel traces the evolution of turtles from over 220 million years ago, examining
closely the relationship of turtles to other reptiles and charting the development of the shell. Turtle issues
fuel a debate between proponents of gradual evolutionary change and authors favoring change through bursts
and leaps of macromutation. The first book-length popular history of its type, this indispensable resource is
an engaging read for all those fascinated by this ubiquitous and uniquely shaped reptile.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Turtles as Hopeful
Monsters: Origins and Evolution (Life of the Past) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michelle Wilson:

Typically the book Turtles as Hopeful Monsters: Origins and Evolution (Life of the Past) has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

William Burns:

Why? Because this Turtles as Hopeful Monsters: Origins and Evolution (Life of the Past) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Fern Marshall:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book Turtles as
Hopeful Monsters: Origins and Evolution (Life of the Past) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to
be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Turtles as Hopeful
Monsters: Origins and Evolution (Life of the Past). You can more pleasing than now.
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