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In an era when women had only recently been given the right to vote and the Great Depression made jobs of
any kind hard to come by, American women of the 1930s faced an uphill battle when it came to accessing
opportunities to work outside the home.

About the same time, the relatively-new sport of basketball was gaining popularity in America and its
schools. Girls were allowed to play basketball, too, although the rules were modified to accommodate the
lack of strength, stamina and selflessness of the "weaker sex" attributes deemed necessary to play basketball
the way boys and men did. Many girls, however, excelled at basketball, to the extent that they wanted to
keep playing after finishing high school. But apart from Amateur Athletic Union programs and the rare
college teams, organized basketball after high school was out of reach of most women. Women's
professional leagues were still four decades away from reality.

But in 1936, entrepreneur and visionary C.M. "Ole" Olson, already in the barnstorming basketball business
with his own men's traveling team, felt that not only were women ready to play basketball at a high level, but
that people would turn out in large numbers to pay to see them play. From his home base in Cassville,
Missouri, he recruited the best female basketball players he could find and formed the All American Red
Heads the very first women's professional basketball team to hit America's roads and operate successfully.
Playing against men's teams by men's rules, the Red Heads barnstormed across America, playing a grueling
schedule of one-night stands and winning the vast majority of their games. Other barnstorming women's
teams joined the Red Heads as barnstormers, including the Ozark Hill Billies, Arkansas Travelers, Texas
Cowgirls, Southern Belles and others. In the years and decades that followed, these groundbreaking women
dismantled the wall of gender stereotypes and barriers regarding women, each victory over men taking
another brick out of the wall.

Barnstorming America Stories of the Pioneers of Women's Basketball tells the story of the women who
helped reshape America's attitudes toward women in sports and paved the way for today's professional
women's leagues. Award-winning historian and author John Molina interviewed over 80 veterans of the
barnstorming wars and their families, recording their experiences both on and off the court. The result is a
treasure-trove of anecdotes and stories that paint a vivid picture of life as a professional women s basketball
player something almost unthinkable before 1936.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Maes:

This Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's Basketball book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of
Women's Basketball without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's
Basketball can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of
Women's Basketball having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Theresa Frost:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Barnstorming America Stories from
the Pioneers of Women's Basketball is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Raymond Augustus:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of
Women's Basketball was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's Basketball has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Stephen Stansbury:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Barnstorming America Stories from the
Pioneers of Women's Basketball to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Barnstorming America Stories from the
Pioneers of Women's Basketball can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of the time.
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