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The Emmy and Grammy Award-winner's candid, spectacularly amusing memoir of his years in
stand-up

In the mid-seventies, Steve Martin exploded onto the comedy scene. By 1978 he was the biggest concert
draw in the history of stand-up. In 1981 he quit forever. Born Standing Up is, in his own words, the story of
"why I did stand-up and why I walked away."

At age ten Martin started his career at Disneyland, selling guidebooks in the newly opened theme park. In the
decade that followed, he worked in the Disney magic shop and the Bird Cage Theatre at Knott's Berry Farm,
performing his first magic/comedy act a dozen times a week. The story of these years, during which he
practiced and honed his craft, is moving and revelatory.

Martin illuminates the sacrifice, discipline and originality that made him an icon and informs his work to this
day. To be this good, to perform so frequently, was isolating and lonely. It took Martin decades to reconnect
with his parents and sister, and he tells that story with great tenderness. Martin also paints a portrait of his
times: the era of free love and protests against the war in Vietnam, the heady irreverence of The Smothers
Brothers Comedy Hour in the late sixties, and the transformative new voice of Saturday Night Live in the
seventies.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gonzalez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life. Try to the actual book Born
Standing Up: A Comic's Life as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Carole Houston:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Born
Standing Up: A Comic's Life suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Born Standing Up: A Comic's Lifeis the main one of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Levi Ryan:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Sherri King:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life can make you feel more interested to
read.
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