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The riveting and harrowing story of the Russian nobility caught in the upheaval of the Revolution

Winner of the Pushkin House Russian Book Prize
Named a Best Book of the Year by The Kansas City Star and Salon

Epic in scope, precise in detail, and heartbreaking in its human drama, Former People is the first book to
recount the history of the aristocracy caught up in the maelstrom of the Bolshevik Revolution and the
creation of Stalin's Russia. It is the story of how a centuries-old elite, famous for its glittering wealth, its
service to the tsar and empire, and its promotion of the arts and culture, was dispossessed and destroyed
along with the rest of old Russia. Chronicling the fate of two great aristocratic families?the Sheremetevs and
the Golitsyns?it reveals how even in the darkest depths of the terror, daily life went on.

Told with sensitivity and nuance by acclaimed historian Douglas Smith, Former People is the dramatic
portrait of two of Russia's most powerful aristocratic families and a sweeping account of their homeland in
violent transition.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

The ability that you get from Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy may be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Former People: The Final Days
of the Russian Aristocracy instantly.

Leslie Heidelberg:

Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Former People: The Final
Days of the Russian Aristocracy but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Edna Davis:

Beside this particular Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

Danielle Rucks:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy when you desired it?
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