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Buddhists around the world celebrate the benefits of worshipping Kannon (Avalokite?vara), a compassionate
savior who is one of the most beloved in the Buddhist pantheon. When Kannon appears in multiple
manifestations, the deity’s powers are believed to increase to even greater heights. This concept generated
several cults throughout history: among the most significant is the cult of the Six Kannon, which began in
Japan in the tenth century and remained prominent through the sixteenth century. In this ambitious work,
Sherry Fowler examines the development of the Japanese Six Kannon cult, its sculptures and paintings, and
its transition to the Thirty-three Kannon cult, which remains active to this day.

An exemplar of Six Kannon imagery is the complete set of life-size wooden sculptures made in 1224 and
housed at the Kyoto temple Daih?onji. This set, along with others, is analyzed to demonstrate how Six
Kannon worship impacted Buddhist practice. Employing a diachronic approach, Fowler presents case studies
beginning in the eleventh century to reinstate a context for sets of Six Kannon, the majority of which have
been lost or scattered, and thus illuminates the vibrancy, magnitude, and distribution of the cult and enhances
our knowledge of religious image-making in Japan.

Kannon’s role in assisting beings trapped in the six paths of transmigration is a well-documented catalyst for
the selection of the number six, but there are other significant themes at work. Six Kannon worship includes
significant foci on worldly concerns such as childbirth and animal husbandry, ties between text and image,
and numerous correlations with Shinto kami groups of six. While making groups of Kannon visible, Fowler
explores the fluidity of numerical deity categorizations and the attempts to quantify the invisible. Moreover,
her investigation reveals Kyushu as an especially active site in the history of the Six Kannon cult. Much as
Kannon images once functioned to attract worshippers, their presentation in this book will entice
contemporary readers to revisit their assumptions about East Asia’s most popular Buddhist deity.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Keith Abell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Accounts and
Images of Six Kannon in Japan suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The book untitled Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japanis a single of several books which
everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

George Degregorio:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Richard Kowalski:

Beside this particular Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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