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How did thousands of Chinese migrants end up working alongside African Americans in Louisiana after the
Civil War? With the stories of these workers, Coolies and Cane advances an interpretation of emancipation
that moves beyond U.S. borders and the black-white racial dynamic. Tracing American ideas of Asian labor
to the sugar plantations of the Caribbean, Moon-Ho Jung argues that the racial formation of "coolies" in
American culture and law played a pivotal role in reconstructing concepts of race, nation, and citizenship in
the United States.

Jung examines how coolies appeared in major U.S. political debates on race, labor, and immigration between
the 1830s and 1880s. He finds that racial notions of coolies were articulated in many, often contradictory,
ways. They could mark the progress of freedom; they could also symbolize the barbarism of slavery.
Welcomed and rejected as neither black nor white, coolies emerged recurrently as both the salvation of the
fracturing and reuniting nation and the scourge of American civilization.

Based on extensive archival research, this study makes sense of these contradictions to reveal how American
impulses to recruit and exclude coolies enabled and justified a series of historical transitions: from slave-
trade laws to racially coded immigration laws, from a slaveholding nation to a "nation of immigrants," and
from a continental empire of manifest destiny to a liberating empire across the seas.

Combining political, cultural, and social history, Coolies and Cane is a compelling study of race,
Reconstruction, and Asian American history.
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From reader reviews:

Ivan Caputo:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and
Sugar in the Age of Emancipation. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Paul Blum:

The guide untitled Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and
Sugar in the Age of Emancipation from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Katie Grossi:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of
Emancipation can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

June Ortiz:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and
Sugar in the Age of Emancipation. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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