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Questions of Poetics is Barrett Watten’s major reassessment of the political history, social formation, and
literary genealogy of Language writing. A key participant in the emergent bicoastal poetic avant-garde as
poet, editor, and publisher, Watten has developed, over three decades of writing in poetics, a sustained
account of its theory and practice. The present volume represents the core of Watten’s critical writing and
public lecturing since the millennium, taking up the historical origins and continuity of Language writing,
from its beginnings to the present.

Each chapter is a theoretical inquiry into an aspect of poetics in an expanded sense—from the relation of
experimental poetry to cultural logics of liberation and political economy, to questions of community and the
politics of the avant-garde, to the cultural contexts where it is produced and intervenes. Each serves as a kind
of thought experiment that theorizes and assesses the consequences of Language writing in expanded fields
of meaning that include history, political theory, art history, and narrative theory. While all are grounded in a
series of baseline questions of poetics, they also polemically address the currently turbulent debates on the
politics of the avant-garde, especially Language writing, among emerging communities of poets.

In manifold ways, Watten masterfully demonstrates the aesthetic and political aims of Language writing, its
influence on emerging literary schools, and its present aesthetic, critical, and political horizons. Questions of
Poetics will be a major point of reference in continuing debates on poetry and literary history, a critical
reexamination for already familiar readers and a clearly presented introduction for new ones. 
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Croll:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Questions of
Poetics: Language Writing and Consequences (Contemp North American Poetry)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Goldie Oleary:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Questions of
Poetics: Language Writing and Consequences (Contemp North American Poetry), you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Geneva Orta:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Questions of Poetics: Language Writing and Consequences (Contemp North
American Poetry) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Bernice Martinez:

Questions of Poetics: Language Writing and Consequences (Contemp North American Poetry) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Questions of Poetics: Language Writing and Consequences (Contemp North
American Poetry) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm



resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into new
stage of crucial pondering.
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