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Song in an Age of Discord is a companion volume to the author's translation of The Journal of Socho, the
travel diary and poetic memoir of Saiokuken Socho (1448-1532), the preeminent linked-verse (renga) poet
of his generation. The Journal—which records several journeys that Socho made between Kyoto and Suruga
Province during the tumultuous Age of the Country at War—is unparalleled in the literature of the period for
its range of commentary and freshness of detail, and for its impressive array of literary genres, including
more than 600 poems.

The present volume opens with an overview of the author's life and times, and explores the relationships
between politics, patronage, and the creative process in late medieval Japan. Raised in the service of a feudal
lord in Suruga Province, Socho subsequently became the devoted student of the renga master Sogi and the
iconoclastic Zen monk Ikkyu, a variety of influences clearly visible in his journal. Socho lived in an era in
which established values and hierarchies were being questioned, and his journal reflects his own testing of
traditional literary boundaries.

Subsequent chapters read the journal in terms of the standard norms of genres that Socho appropriated and
reinterpreted in fashioning his own literary persona. The norms of medieval eremitic literature are presented
via works by two other noted linked-verse poets, Shinkei and Shohaku, and those of travel literature are set
forth in travel diaries by Socho's teacher Sogi, who also supplied the template for Socho's orthodox (ushin)
poetry.

The comic and unorthodox haikai verse of Yamazaki Sokan serves as a point of comparison for Socho's
frequent excursions into that genre. Unlike other orthodox renga masters, Socho maintained parallel interests
in composing and preserving haikai poetry, and he contributed much to that evolving art form. Throughout,
Song in an Age of Discord illustrates the dialogue Socho pursued with his literary and cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

The particular book Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of Socho and Poetic Life in Late Medieval
Japan will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Song in an
Age of Discord: The Journal of Socho and Poetic Life in Late Medieval Japan is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lonnie Bowers:

The reason? Because this Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of Socho and Poetic Life in Late Medieval
Japan is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Bettina Cutler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Song in an Age of
Discord: The Journal of Socho and Poetic Life in Late Medieval Japan which is having the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Maria Clyburn:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of
Socho and Poetic Life in Late Medieval Japan or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Song in an Age of Discord: The Journal of Socho
and Poetic Life in Late Medieval Japan to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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