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From its first complete Italian printing in 1872 up to the present day, Domenico Comparetti's Vergil in the
Middle Ages has been acknowledged as a masterpiece, regarded by some critics as "a true and proper history
of European consciousness from antiquity to Dante." Treating Vergil's poetry as a foundation of Latin
European identity, Comparetti seeks to give a complete history of the medieval conception of the preeminent
poet. Scholars of the time had transformed Vergil into a sage and a seer, a type of universal philosopher--
even a Christian poet and a guide of a Christian poet. In the mid-twelfth century, there surfaced legends that
converted Vergil into a magician, endowing him with supernatural powers. Comparetti explores the ongoing
interest in Vergil's poetry as it appeared in popular folklore and legends as well as in medieval classical
scholarship. This great synthesizing work, which has been unavailable for over twenty years, is now back in
print, based on E.F.M. Benecke's 1895 translation of the Italian second edition.

Comparetti begins with the period in which Vergil lived and goes on to evaluate how the later images,
particularly the legends, of Vergil coincide with the more scholarly accounts of his life. The result is a grand
sweep of literary history from the first century B.C.E. through the end of the Middle Ages, with implications
for the nineteenth century and the rise of Italian nationalism.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Parisien:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Vergil in the Middle
Ages (Princeton Paperbacks)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Robert Shelby:

This Vergil in the Middle Ages (Princeton Paperbacks) are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Vergil in the Middle Ages (Princeton Paperbacks) can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this Vergil in the Middle Ages (Princeton Paperbacks) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Glenda Rogers:

This book untitled Vergil in the Middle Ages (Princeton Paperbacks) to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Thomas Pilcher:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Vergil in the Middle Ages (Princeton
Paperbacks) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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