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Meticulously researched and drawing on original source materials written in eight different languages, this
study fills a lacuna in the historiography of Christianity in Japan, which up to now has paid little or no
attention to the experience of women. Focusing on the century between the introduction of Christianity in
Japan by Portuguese Jesuit missionaries in 1549 and the Japanese government's commitment to the
eradication of Christianity in the mid-seventeenth century, this book outlines how women provided crucial
leadership in the spread, nurture, and maintenance of the faith through various apostolic ministries. The
author's research on the religious backgrounds of women from different schools of late medieval Japanese
Shinto-Buddhism sheds light on individual women's choices to embrace or reject the Reformed Catholicism
of the Jesuits, and explores the continuity and discontinuity of their religious expressions. The book is
divided into four sections devoted to an in-depth study of different types of apostolates: nuns (women who
took up monastic vocations), witches (the women leaders of the Shinto-Buddhist tradition who resisted Jesuit
teachings), catechists (women who engaged in ministries of persuasion and conversion), and sisters (women
devoted to missions of mercy). Analyzing primary sources including Jesuit histories, letters and reports,
especially LuÃs FrÃ³is' HistÃ³ria de JapÃ£o, hagiography and family chronicles, each section provides a
broad understanding of how these women, in the context of misogynistic society and theology, utilized
resources from their traditional religions to new Christian adaptations and specific religio-social issues,
creating unique hybrids of Catholicism and Buddhism. The inclusion of Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, and
Japanese texts, many available for the first time in English, and the dramatic conclusion that women were
largely responsible for the trajectory of Christianity in early modern Japan, makes this book an essential
reading for scholars of women's history, religious history, history of Christianity, and Asian history.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

This book untitled Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender
in the Early Modern World) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in
the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Pamela Garcia:

This Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Women Religious Leaders in
Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Jessica Davis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Mamie Donnelly:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women
and Gender in the Early Modern World) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your



knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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