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"Proverbs is the fountainhead of the wisdom movement, providing 'old things and new,' " explains Dr.
Roland E. Murphy. Yet in the field of wisdom studies Proverbs has suffered a certain neglect. Even Dr.
Murphy admits that during his career as a scholar he did "almost anything else with wisdom literature except
write a commentary on this book."

Drawing upon a distinguished academic career, Dr. Murphy now shares his vast insight into Wisdom
Literature in this fresh translation and in-depth discussion.

Dr. Murphy approaches Proverbs as "a collection of collections, ... prefaced by an introduction (chaps. 1-9)."
The long poems of chapters 1-9 serve to introduce the collections of short sayings in chapters 10-31, which
make up most of the book of Proverbs. With this division the writer accepts "the unproven but likely
assumption" that during the postexilic period chapters 1-9 "set the tone" for the mostly preexilic collections
in chapters I 0-31.

Murphy cautions his readers to consider the limitations of proverbial sayings. The Israelite sages sought in
their optimistic teachings to express "the mystery that surrounds all human action: not only self-knowledge,
but knowledge of the mysterious role of God." Much of the wisdom of Proverbs points out the ambiguities of
life. Yet the proverbs do not provide the final word; "rather they act as a goad, a prod to further thought."

This treatment of Proverbs will be invaluable to clergy and lay readers who desire a penetrating study of the
book. The writer leads us through all the types of proverbs: instructions, exhortations of a parent/teacher,
speeches of personified Wisdom, and short sayings.

"Israelite wisdom is more practical than theoretical. It attempts to persuade, cajole, threaten, of command a
particular attitude or course of action . . . . When the sage says 'listen,' 'hear,' the meaning is 'obey.' " Roland
Murphy, in this new commentary, helps us uncover this practical message of Proverbs.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Young:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Word Biblical
Commentary Vol. 22, Proverbs (murphy), 384pp, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Mary McClellan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Word Biblical
Commentary Vol. 22, Proverbs (murphy), 384pp which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Barry Trusty:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 22,
Proverbs (murphy), 384pp or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 22, Proverbs (murphy),
384pp to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Elizabeth Rivera:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 22, Proverbs (murphy), 384pp we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Word
Biblical Commentary Vol. 22, Proverbs (murphy), 384pp. You can more desirable than now.
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