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Over the last 2,000 years doctors have killed patients far more often than they saved them, and
patients have colluded because they trusted them—this book is about how little and how much has
changed
 
For years patients have placed their trust in doctors and the drugs they prescribe; yet as this thought-
provoking history of medicine demonstrates, this trust has often been misplaced. Whether prescribing opium
or thalidomide, aspirin or antidepressants, doctors have consistently failed to test their favorite ideas—often
with catastrophic results. Only with the development of antibiotics after World War II did doctors begin to
cure more than they killed. Arguing that the real heroes of medicine are the men and women who
demonstrated the vital importance of controlled testing over the "intuition" of doctors, this book questions
the new breed of wonder drugs and the control of people's medicines—and their lives—by global drug
companies. Both alarming and optimistic, this is essential reading for anyone interested in how and why to
trust the pills they swallow.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

The book Taking the Medicine: A Short History of Medicine's Beautiful Idea, and Our Difficulty
Swallowing It can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the best thing like a book Taking the Medicine: A Short History of Medicine's Beautiful Idea, and Our
Difficulty Swallowing It? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Taking the Medicine: A
Short History of Medicine's Beautiful Idea, and Our Difficulty Swallowing It has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Caron:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Taking the
Medicine: A Short History of Medicine's Beautiful Idea, and Our Difficulty Swallowing It is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Janet Thaxton:

Typically the book Taking the Medicine: A Short History of Medicine's Beautiful Idea, and Our Difficulty
Swallowing It has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Joseph Russell:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Taking the Medicine: A Short History of Medicine's Beautiful Idea, and
Our Difficulty Swallowing It. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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