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Houghton Library and Harvard’s Peabody Museum Press collaborated on the publication of this fourth
volume in the Houghton Library Studies series, an innovative cultural analysis of the extraordinary
composite document known as “The Pictographic Autobiography of Half Moon, an Unkpapa Sioux Chief.”
At its core is a nineteenth-century ledger book of drawings by Lakota Sioux warriors found in 1876 in a
funerary tipi on the Little Bighorn battlefield after Custer’s defeat. Journalist Phocion Howard later added an
illustrated introduction and had it bound into the beautiful manuscript that is reproduced in complete color
facsimile here.

Howard attributed all seventy-seven Native drawings to a “chief” named Half Moon, but anthropologist
Castle McLaughlin demonstrates that these dramatic scenes, mostly of war exploits, were drawn by at least
six different warrior-artists. Their vivid first-person depictions make up a rare Native American record of
historic events that likely occurred between 1866 and 1868 during Red Cloud’s War along the Bozeman
Trail.

McLaughlin probes the complex life history of this unique artifact of cross-cultural engagement, uncovering
its origins, ownership, and cultural and historic significance, and compares it with other early ledger books.
Examining how allied Lakota and Cheyenne warriors valued these graphic records of warfare as both objects
and images, she introduces the concept of “war books”—documents that were captured and altered by Native
warrior-artists to appropriate the strategic power of Euroamerican literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Kellett:

The book A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon"
(Houghton Library Publications) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a very important thing like a book A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The
Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon" (Houghton Library Publications)? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The
Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Carolyn Lutz:

This A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon"
(Houghton Library Publications) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of
Half Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic
"Autobiography of Half Moon" (Houghton Library Publications) giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Chris Moore:

This A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon"
(Houghton Library Publications) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information
for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Lakota War
Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon" (Houghton Library
Publications) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?



Enola Hudson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book A Lakota War Book from the Little Bighorn: The Pictographic "Autobiography of Half Moon"
(Houghton Library Publications). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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