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Beating Goliath examines the phenomenon of victories by the weak over the strong—more specifically,
insurgencies that succeeded against great powers. Jeffrey Record reviews eleven insurgent wars from 1775 to
the present and determines why the seemingly weaker side won. He concludes that external assistance
correlates more consistently with insurgent success than any other explanation. He does not disparage the
critical importance of will, strategy, and strong-side regime type or suggest that external assistance
guarantees success. Indeed, in all cases, some combination of these factors is usually present. But Record
finds few if any cases of unassisted insurgent victories except against the most decrepit regimes.

Having identified the ingredients of insurgent success, Record examines the present insurgency in Iraq and
whether the United States can win. In so doing, Record employs a comparative analysis of the Vietnam War
and the Iraq War. He also identifies and assesses the influence of distinctive features of the American way of
war on the U.S. forces’ performance against the Iraqi insurgency.

Make no mistake: insurgent victories are the exception, not the rule. But when David does beat Goliath, the
consequences can be earth shattering and change the course of history. Jeffrey Record’s persuasive logic and
clear writing make this timely book a must read for scholars, policymakers, military strategists, and anyone
interested in the Iraq War’s outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win book is readable by means of you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding
Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even
now thinking Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Yolanda Ocasio:

This book untitled Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Christie Rich:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Beating Goliath: Why
Insurgencies Win, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Alvin Reed:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Beating Goliath:
Why Insurgencies Win. You can more inviting than now.
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