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Danilo Kis (1935–89) was a Yugoslav novelist, essayist, poet, and translator whose work generated storms
of controversy in his homeland but today holds classic status. Kis was championed by prominent literary
figures around the world, including Joseph Brodsky, Susan Sontag, Milan Kundera, Philip Roth, Nadine
Gordimer, and Salman Rushdie. As more of his works become available in translation, they are prized by an
international readership drawn to Kis's innovative brilliance as a storyteller and to his profound meditation
on history, culture, and the human condition at the end of the twentieth century.

A subtle analysis of a rich and varied body of writing, Birth Certificate is also a careful and sensitive telling
of a life that experienced some of the last century's greatest cruelties. Kis's father was a Hungarian Jew, his
mother a Montenegrin of Orthodox faith. The father disappeared into the Holocaust and the
son?cosmopolitan, anticommunist, and passionately opposed to the myth-drenched nationalisms of his native
lands?grew up chafing against the hypocrisies of Titoism. His writing broke with the epic mode, pioneered
modernist techniques in his language, fulminated against literary kitsch, and sketched out a literary heritage
"with no Sun as its Center and Tyrant." Joyce and Borges were influences on his writing, which nevertheless
is stunningly original. The best known of his works are Garden, Ashes; The Encyclopedia of the Dead;
Hourglass; The Anatomy Lesson; and A Tomb for Boris Davidovich.

Over the course of nearly two decades, Mark Thompson studied Kis's papers and interviewed his family
members, friends, and admirers. His intimate understanding of the writer's life and his sure grasp of the
region's history inform his revelatory readings of Kis's individual works.More than an appreciation of an
important literary and cultural figure, this book is also a compelling guide to the destructive policies which
would, shortly after Kis’s death, generate the worst violence in Europe since World War II. Thompson’s
book pays tribute to Kis’s experimentalism by being itself experimental in form. It is patterned as a series of
commentaries on a short autobiographical text that Kis called "Birth Certificate." This unusual structure adds
to the interest and intrigue of the book, and is appropriate for treating so autobiographical a writer who
believed that literary meaning is always deeply shaped by other texts.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Vickers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kis. Try to stumble
through book Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kis as your buddy. It means that it can for being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Naomi Taylor:

Beside that Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kis in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kis because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!

Sandra Vincent:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kis. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Reuben Beaubien:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo
Kis to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
book Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kis can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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