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This book presents over 100 unique handmade African American dolls made between 1850 and 1930 from
the collection of Deborah Neff, a Connecticut-based collector and champion of vernacular art. It is believed
that African Americans created these dolls for the children in their lives, including members of their own
families and respective communities as well as white children in their charge. Acquired over the last 25
years, this renowned collection is considered to be one of the finest of its kind ever to be assembled. The
dolls portray faithful yet stylized representations of young and old African Americans?playful boys and girls,
well-dressed gentlemen, elegant young ladies, and distinguished older men and women. Made with scraps of
cloth, ribbon and lace, or old socks, and stuffed with wool or cotton, these unusual dolls are charming and
full of emotional spirit. Their faces are embroidered, stitched and painted to express a variety of emotions,
each representing a fascinating story of culture and identity in American history. The book also features an
assortment of rare vintage photographs from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, showing both black and
white children holding, posing or playing with their dolls. After five years of combing the archives of
museums, historical societies and private collections, the research done for this volume uncovered
fascinating vernacular photographs of African American children holding white dolls and Caucasian children
holding black dolls?but there was not a single image of an African American person holding a black doll.
This complex combination of text and imagery has helped transform this book into a commentary about
social mobility and racial identity conveyed through the untold story of these dolls. In an essay, renowned
artist Faith Ringgold addresses the inherent prejudices of this work as well as her personal connection with
the medium. Also included are essays by Pulitzer Prize–winning critic Margo Jefferson and writer Lyle
Rexer.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Black Dolls: Unique African American Dolls, 1850-
1930 From the Collection of Deborah Neff is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christy McCurry:

The knowledge that you get from Black Dolls: Unique African American Dolls, 1850-1930 From the
Collection of Deborah Neff is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Black Dolls: Unique
African American Dolls, 1850-1930 From the Collection of Deborah Neff giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read
that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that Black Dolls: Unique African American Dolls, 1850-
1930 From the Collection of Deborah Neff instantly.

Cara Fultz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Black Dolls: Unique
African American Dolls, 1850-1930 From the Collection of Deborah Neff.

Gloria Lafreniere:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Black Dolls: Unique African American Dolls, 1850-1930 From the Collection of
Deborah Neff when you essential it?
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