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"It all began one morning last July when we noticed a young man of twenty-six crying in his bed in Dr.
Pitres's ward. He had just come from a long journey on foot and was exhausted, but that was not the cause of
his tears. He wept because he could not prevent himself from departing on a trip when the need took him; he
deserted family, work, and daily life to walk as fast as he could, straight ahead, sometimes doing 70
kilometers a day on foot, until in the end he would be arrested for vagrancy and thrown in prison." - Dr.
Philippe Tissie, July 1886. Thus begins the recorded case history of Albert Dadas, a native of France's
Bordeaux region and the first diagnosed mad traveller, or fugueur. An occasional employee of a local gas
company, Dadas suffered from a strange compulsion that led him to travel obsessively, often without
identification, not knowing who he was or why he traveled. He became notorious for his extraordinary
expeditions to such far-reaching spots as Algeria, Moscow, and Constantinople. Medical reports of Dadas set
off at the time a small epidemic of compulsive mad voyagers, the epicenter of which was Bordeaux but
which soon spread throughout France to Italy, Germany, and Russia. Today we are similarly besieged by
mental illnesses of the moment, such as chronic fatigue syndrome and attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder. The debate rages about which of these conditions are affectations or cultural artifacts and which are
"real". In Mad Travellers, Ian Hacking uses the Dadas case to weigh the legitimacy of cultural influences
versus physical symptoms in the diagnosis of psychiatric disorders. He argues that psychological symptoms
find stable homes at a given place and time, in "ecological niches" where transient illnesses flourish. Using
the records of Philippe Tissie, Dadas's physician, Hacking attempts to make sense of this strange epidemic.
While telling his fascinating tale, he raises probing questions about the nature of the mental disorders, the
cultural repercussions of their diagnosis, and the relevance of this century-old case study for today's
overanalysed society.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

Here thing why this Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental
Illnesses giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no book that similar with Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which
is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses in e-book can be your option.

Dane People:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mad Travellers: Reflections on the
Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Mad
Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses as good book not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Terrance Oneal:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list will be Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient
Mental Illnesses. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Otter:

You may get this Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose



right ways for you.
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