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"What matters about a play is not the extent to which it is like any other play, but the way in which it is
different," writes Thomas G. Rosenmeyer. "This is, I suggest, how the ancient audiences received the
performances.... My purpose, then, in writing these essays is twofold: ... to devote enough space to the
discussion of each play to allow its special tone and texture to emerge without hindrance and at leisure ... and
to include in one collection analyses of plays so different from one another that the accent will come to rest
on the variety of the tragic experience rather than on any one narrowly defined norm."

Greek tragedy is a vehicle for many different ideas and many different intentions. From the wealth of
material that has come down to us the author has chosen six plays for analysis. He reminds us that the plays
were written to be seen and heard, and only secondarily to be studied. The listeners expected each play to
have a specific objective, and to exhibit its own mood. These the author attempts to recover for us, by
listening to what each play, in its own right, has to say. His principal concern is with the tragic diction and
the tragic ideas, designed to release certain massive responses in the large theater-going group of ancient
Athens. In exploring the characters and the situations of the plays he has chosen, the author transports his
reader to the world of fifth-century B.C. Greece, and establishes the relevance of that world to our own
experience.

The essays are not introductory in nature. No space is given, for instance, to basic information about the
playwrights, the history of Greek drama, or the special features of the Attic stage. Yet the book addresses
itself to classicists and nonclassicists alike. The outgrowth of a series of lectures to nonspecialists, its
particular appeal is to students of literature and the history of Western thought. Parallels are drawn between
the writings of the philosophers and the tragedies, and attention is paid to certain popular Greek beliefs that
colored the tragic formulations. Ultimately, however, the approach is not historical but critical; it is the
author's intention to demonstrate the beauty and the craftsmanship of the plays under discussion.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Masks of
Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Agustin Byler:

The feeling that you get from The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas is the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six
Greek Dramas instantly.

Anna Humphrey:

This The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on
Six Greek Dramas can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy
to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well
as knowledge.

Mark Guerrero:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six
Greek Dramas to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it.
Beside that the e-book The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas can to be a newly purchased



friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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