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This page-turning biography reveals the real woman behind the myth: a bold, glamorous,
unbreakable queen—a Victoria for our times. Drawing on previously unpublished papers, this
stunning new portrait is a story of love and heartbreak, of devotion and grief, of strength and
resilience.

“Victoria the Queen, Julia Baird’s exquisitely wrought and meticulously researched biography,
brushes the dusty myth off this extraordinary monarch.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editor’s
Choice)

When Victoria was born, in 1819, the world was a very different place. Revolution would threaten many of
Europe’s monarchies in the coming decades. In Britain, a generation of royals had indulged their whims at
the public’s expense, and republican sentiment was growing. The Industrial Revolution was transforming the
landscape, and the British Empire was commanding ever larger tracts of the globe. In a world where women
were often powerless, during a century roiling with change, Victoria went on to rule the most powerful
country on earth with a decisive hand.

Fifth in line to the throne at the time of her birth, Victoria was an ordinary woman thrust into an
extraordinary role. As a girl, she defied her mother’s meddling and an adviser’s bullying, forging an iron will
of her own. As a teenage queen, she eagerly grasped the crown and relished the freedom it brought her. At
twenty, she fell passionately in love with Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, eventually giving birth to
nine children. She loved sex and delighted in power. She was outspoken with her ministers, overstepping
conventional boundaries and asserting her opinions. After the death of her adored Albert, she began a
controversial, intimate relationship with her servant John Brown. She survived eight assassination attempts
over the course of her lifetime. And as science, technology, and democracy were dramatically reshaping the
world, Victoria was a symbol of steadfastness and security—queen of a quarter of the world’s population at
the height of the British Empire’s reach.

Drawing on sources that include fresh revelations about Victoria’s relationship with John Brown, Julia Baird
brings vividly to life the fascinating story of a woman who struggled with so many of the things we do today:
balancing work and family, raising children, navigating marital strife, losing parents, combating anxiety and
self-doubt, finding an identity, searching for meaning.

Praise for Victoria: The Queen

“In this in-depth look at a feminist before her time, you’ll balk at, cheer on, and mourn the obstacles in the
life of the teen queen who grew into her throne.”—Marie Claire

“Writing with grace and authority, Baird reaches well beyond the conventional image of a reclusive and
compliant queen to reveal “a robust and interventionist ruler,” iron-willed, uncompromising and sexually
charged—a most unvictorian woman.”—Dallas Morning News



“Victoria was young enough when she assumed the throne to consult with her prime minister about her
eyebrows (were they too thin?), confident enough when she married to elect to preserve the word ‘obey’ in
her vows. Julia Baird vividly captures her in every light, at once bold and sentimental, stubborn and
deferential.”—Stacy Schiff

“A stunning achievement . . . Neither sanitized nor mythologizing, Victoria: The Queen is a remarkably
lucid, endlessly engaging account of Queen Victoria’s life and rule.”—Amanda Foreman
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From reader reviews:

Edward Schanz:

This Victoria: The Queen: An Intimate Biography of the Woman Who Ruled an Empire book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will
be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Victoria: The Queen: An Intimate Biography of the
Woman Who Ruled an Empire without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Victoria: The Queen: An Intimate Biography of the
Woman Who Ruled an Empire can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Victoria: The Queen: An
Intimate Biography of the Woman Who Ruled an Empire having excellent arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jared Hoskins:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Victoria: The
Queen: An Intimate Biography of the Woman Who Ruled an Empire book as this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Teresa Brown:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Victoria: The Queen: An Intimate Biography of the
Woman Who Ruled an Empire is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Rod Reese:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Victoria: The Queen: An Intimate
Biography of the Woman Who Ruled an Empire is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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