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This volume is a collection of Leslie Stephen's essays, previously published in various magazines and
reviews, on the subject of the loss of credibility of theology and the question of how we should react to its
demise. In the first essay "An Apology for Agnosticism" Stephen argues from the contradictory utterances of
those who profess to be in possession of theological knowledge to the conclusion that the "mysteries" are and
will remain beyond our ken. In "The Scepticism of Believers" Stephen turns the arguments of the theologians
against themselves - a writer like Mansel, for example, is, he insists, just a sceptic in disguise. The next
essay, "Dreams and Realities", likens the whole fabric of dogmatic Christianity to a dream, a product of
Man's hopes and fantasies rather than of his reason or experience. In Newman's "Theory of Belief" Stephen
comes to grips with a worthy adversary, perhaps the ablest of the contemporary Christian apologists.
Newman's position, Stephen admits, is hard to assail, but equally impossible to confirm. "Poisonous
Opinions" discusses the question of tolerance, with special reference to the views expressed in Mill's classic
"On Liberty". The collection ends with "The Religion of all Sensible Men", in which Stephen
characteristically advocates plain speech in matters of religion, and admits that his agnosticism is never
likely to become a popular creed, capable of satisfying the emotional needs of mankind at large.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

This book untitled Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) to be one
of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Chad Wright:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen), you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a book.

Anthony Moss:

Often the book Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Johnny Sutton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Agnostic's Apology and Other
Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works
of Leslie Stephen) become your starter.
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