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New presidents have no honeymoon when it comes to foreign policy. Less than three months into his
presidency, for example, John F. Kennedy authorized the disastrous effort to overthrow Fidel Castro at the
Bay of Pigs. More recently, George W. Bush had been in office for less than eight months when he was
faced with the attacks of September 11. How should an incoming president prepare for the foreign policy
challenges that lie immediately ahead? That's the question Kurt Campbell and James Steinberg tackle in this
compelling book. Drawing on their decades of government service—in the corridors of Capitol Hill, the
intimate confines of the White House, the State Department, and the bare-knuckles Pentagon
bureaucracy—Campbell and Steinberg identify the major foreign policy pitfalls that face a new presidential
administration. They explain clearly and concisely what it takes to get foreign policy right from the start. The
authors set the scene with a historical overview of presidential transitions and foreign policy including case
studies of such prominent episodes as the "Black Hawk Down" tragedy in Somalia that shook the Clinton
administration in its first year and the Bush administration's handling of the collision between a U.S.
reconnaissance plane and a Chinese fighter jet in the spring of 2001. They pinpoint the leading causes of
foreign policy fiascos, including the tendency to write off the policies of the outgoing administration and the
failure to appreciate the differences between campaign promises and policy realities. Most important, they
provide a road map to help the new administration steer clear of the land mines ahead. America's next
president will confront critical foreign policy decisions from day one. Dif ficult Transitions provides
essential guidance for getting those choices right.
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From reader reviews:

Octavio Martin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy
Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Bruce Jackson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Difficult
Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy
Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Poweris one of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Carolyn Berndt:

The publication untitled Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power is
the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Difficult Transitions: Foreign
Policy Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Bonnie Thorp:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Difficult Transitions: Foreign Policy
Troubles at the Outset of Presidential Power is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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