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Homelessness became a conspicuous facet of Russian cityscapes only in the 1990s, when the Soviet
criminalization of vagrancy and similar offenses was abolished. In spite of the host of social and economic
problems confronting Russia in the demise of Soviet power, the social dislocation endured by increasing
numbers of people went largely unrecognized by the state.

Being homeless carries a special burden in Russia, where a permanent address is the precondition for all civil
rights and social benefits and where homelessness is often regarded as a result of laziness and drinking,
rather than external factors. In Needed by Nobody, the anthropologist Tova Höjdestrand offers a nuanced
portrait of homelessness in St. Petersburg. Based on ethnographic work at railway stations, soup kitchens,
and other places where the homeless gather, Höjdestrand describes the material and mental world of this
marginalized population.

They are, she observes, "not needed" in two senses. The state considers them, in effect, as noncitizens. At the
same time they stand outside the traditionally intimate social networks that are the real safety net of life in
postsocialist Russia. As a result, they are deprived of the prerequisites for dealing with others in ways that
they themselves value as "decent" and "human." Höjdestrand investigates processes of social exclusion as
well as the remaining "world of waste": things, tasks, and places that are wanted by nobody else and on
which "human leftovers" are forced to survive.

In this bleak context, Höjdestrand takes up the intimate worlds of the homeless?their social relationships, dirt
and cleanliness, and physical appearance. Her interviews with homeless people show that the indigent have a
very good idea of what others think of them and that they are liable to reproduce the stigma that is attached
to them even as they attempt to negotiate it. This unique and often moving portrait of life on the margins of
society in the new Russia ultimately reveals how human dignity may be retained in the absence of its very
preconditions.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

This Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after
Socialism) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain
by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Needed by Nobody:
Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry
Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after
Socialism) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in
Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) having fine arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lenore Cortez:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia
(Culture and Society after Socialism) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Needed by Nobody: Homelessness
and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in
Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Daniel England:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer may be Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia
(Culture and Society after Socialism) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Bruce Alexander:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as



well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in
Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can make you feel more interested to read.
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