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The femme savante portraits of Mme de Pompadour (1721–1764), the beautiful and cultivated woman who
became the official mistress of Louis XV, are the focus of Elise Goodman’s innovative study. The portraits
are generally admired as the most glamorous, celebrated likenesses of a woman created during the French
Enlightenment, and Goodman’s book is the first to fully examine them in the context of the highly saturated
feminist atmosphere that existed at the time.

Goodman is interested in the iconography of the portraits, especially as seen in three works done by François
Boucher and one each by Maurice-Quentin de La Tour and François-Hubert Drouais. The overarching theme
of the portraits is the celebration of a woman of beauty, intelligence, and sophistication. Mme de Pompadour
was interested in the world of intellect and culture throughout her life and successfully fashioned herself into
the most famous learned woman of the Enlightenment.

Drawing from the memoirs of Pompadour’s contemporaries and from primary and secondary sources in
several disciplines, Goodman’s wide-ranging study examines the treatment of the educated woman in French
eighteenth-century portraiture and culture. She discusses the relevance of the socio-cultural debate dubbed
the "Women’s Quarrel," in which liberal writers campaigned for equity in women’s education, and the
Parisian salon, the primary arena in which intellectual women educated themselves and contributed to
Enlightenment culture.

While Goodman agrees with those who assume that Pompadour commissioned images of herself that would
proclaim her cultural agendas—and enhance her status at court—she situates these portraits within the larger
context of how cultivated women were represented in the Enlightenment. As was true of likenesses of
woman readers, scientists, and musicians, Pompadour’s portraits are imbued with progressive ideas on
women’s intellectuality and education. Abundantly illustrated, this is a book with great appeal for art
historians, French cultural historians, women’s studies specialists, and a wide audience of general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Swafford:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Portraits of Madame de
Pompadour: Celebrating the Femme Savante (The Discovery Series) book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Lillian Robbins:

The particular book The Portraits of Madame de Pompadour: Celebrating the Femme Savante (The
Discovery Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book The Portraits of Madame de Pompadour: Celebrating the Femme Savante (The Discovery
Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Philip Edwards:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Portraits of Madame de Pompadour:
Celebrating the Femme Savante (The Discovery Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you
checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Portraits of Madame de Pompadour: Celebrating the Femme Savante (The
Discovery Series).

Roderick Grubb:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Portraits of Madame de Pompadour:
Celebrating the Femme Savante (The Discovery Series) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Portraits of Madame de Pompadour: Celebrating the
Femme Savante (The Discovery Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book



like this.
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