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In Brethren by Nature, Margaret Ellen Newell reveals a little-known aspect of American history: English
colonists in New England enslaved thousands of Indians. Massachusetts became the first English colony to
legalize slavery in 1641, and the colonists' desire for slaves shaped the major New England Indian wars,
including the Pequot War of 1637, King Philip's War of 1675–76, and the northeastern Wabanaki conflicts of
1676–1749. When the wartime conquest of Indians ceased, New Englanders turned to the courts to get
control of their labor, or imported Indians from Florida and the Carolinas, or simply claimed free Indians as
slaves.

Drawing on letters, diaries, newspapers, and court records, Newell recovers the slaves' own stories and
shows how they influenced New England society in crucial ways. Indians lived in English homes, raised
English children, and manned colonial armies, farms, and fleets, exposing their captors to Native religion,
foods, and technology. Some achieved freedom and power in this new colonial culture, but others
experienced violence, surveillance, and family separations.

Newell also explains how slavery linked the fate of Africans and Indians. The trade in Indian captives
connected New England to Caribbean and Atlantic slave economies. Indians labored on sugar plantations in
Jamaica, tended fields in the Azores, and rowed English naval galleys in Tangier. Indian slaves outnumbered
Africans within New England before 1700, but the balance soon shifted. Fearful of the growing African
population, local governments stripped Indian and African servants and slaves of legal rights and personal
freedoms. Nevertheless, because Indians remained a significant part of the slave population, the New
England colonies did not adopt all of the rigid racial laws typical of slave societies in Virginia and Barbados.
Newell finds that second- and third-generation Indian slaves fought their enslavement and claimed
citizenship in cases that had implications for all enslaved peoples in eighteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Powers:

The publication with title Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American
Slavery has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Maureen Bonds:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of
American Slavery this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this
book suited all of you.

Daniel Metz:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Brethren by Nature: New England Indians,
Colonists, and the Origins of American Slavery can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Candace Edwards:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins
of American Slavery. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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