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The evidence is everywhere: fundamentalist reading can stir passions and provoke violence that changes the
world. Amid such present-day conflagrations, this illuminating book reminds us of the sources, and profound
consequences, of Christian fundamentalism in the sixteenth century.

James Simpson focuses on a critical moment in early modern England, specifically the cultural
transformation that allowed common folk to read the Bible for the first time. Widely understood and
accepted as the grounding moment of liberalism, this was actually, Simpson tells us, the source of
fundamentalism, and of different kinds of persecutory violence. His argument overturns a widely held
interpretation of sixteenth-century Protestant reading--and a crucial tenet of the liberal tradition.

After exploring the heroism and achievements of sixteenth-century English Lutherans, particularly William
Tyndale, Burning to Read turns to the bad news of the Lutheran Bible. Simpson outlines the dark, dynamic,
yet demeaning paradoxes of Lutheran reading: its demands that readers hate the biblical text before they can
love it; that they be constantly on the lookout for unreadable signs of their own salvation; that evangelical
readers be prepared to repudiate friends and all tradition on the basis of their personal reading of Scripture.
Such reading practice provoked violence not only against Lutheranism's stated enemies, as Simpson
demonstrates; it also prompted psychological violence and permanent schism within its own adherents.

The last wave of fundamentalist reading in the West provoked 150 years of violent upheaval; as we approach
a second wave, this powerful book alerts us to our peril.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Burning to Read: English
Fundamentalism and Its Reformation Opponents book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Susan Ford:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism
and Its Reformation Opponents can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Irene Howe:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism and Its Reformation Opponents.

Nicholas Buchanan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to your account is Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism and Its Reformation Opponents this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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