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Joe DiMaggio . . . Ted Williams . . . Joe Louis . . . Billy Conn . . . Whirlaway

Against the backdrop of a war that threatened to consume the world, these athletes transformed 1941
into one of the most thrilling years in sports history.

In the summer of 1941, America paid attention to sports with an intensity that had never been seen before.
World War II was raging in Europe and headlines grew worse by the day; even the most optimistic people
began to accept the inevitability of the United States being drawn into the conflict. In sports pages and arenas
at home, however, an athletic perfect storm provided unexpected—and uplifting—relief. Four phenomenal
sporting events were underway, each destined to become legend.
In 1941—The Greatest Year in Sports, acclaimed sportswriter Mike Vaccaro chronicles this astounding
moment in history. Fueled by a somber mania for sports—a desire for good news to drown out the
bad—Americans by the millions fervently watched, listened, and read as Joe DiMaggio dazzled the country
by hitting in a record-setting fifty-six consecutive games; Ted Williams powered through an unprecedented
.406 season; Joe Louis and Billy Conn (the heavyweight and light-heavyweight champions) battled in
unheard-of fashion for boxing’s ultimate championship; and the phenomenal (some say deranged)
thoroughbred, Whirlaway, raced to three heart-stopping victories that won the coveted Triple Crown of horse
racing. As Phil Rizzuto perfectly expressed, “You read the sports section a lot because you were afraid of
what you’d see in other parts of the paper.”
Gripping and nostalgic, 1941—The Greatest Year in Sports focuses on these four seminal events and brings
to life the national excitement and remarkable achievement (many of these records still stand today), as well
as the vibrant lives of the athletes who captivated the nation. With vast insight, Vaccaro pulls back the veil
on DiMaggio’s anxieties and the building pressure of “The Streak,” and chronicles the brash, young
confidence Williams displayed as he hammered his way through the baseball season largely in DiMaggio’s
shadow. He takes readers inside the head of Billy Conn, a kid who traded in his light-heavyweight belt for a
shot at the very decent and very powerful Joe Louis, and tells the story of the fire-breathing racehorse,
Whirlaway, who was known either for setting track records or tearing off in the wrong direction.
Rich in historical detail and edge-of-your-seat reporting, Mike Vaccaro has crafted a lasting, important book
that captures a portrait of one of America’s most trying, and extraordinary, eras.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this 1941--The Greatest Year In Sports:
Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the
Shadow of War book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Andrew Parker:

This 1941--The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable
Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War is great reserve for you because the content that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having 1941--
The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable
Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Katherine Lee:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is 1941--The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs,
and the Unstoppable Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Jeffrey Cooks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that



issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is 1941--
The Greatest Year In Sports: Two Baseball Legends, Two Boxing Champs, and the Unstoppable
Thoroughbred Who Made History in the Shadow of War.
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