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Paul Lafargue, disciple and son-in-law of Karl Marx, was among the most important persons giving
organized political expression to Marxism in France. He helped found both the first French collectivist party
and the first French Marxist party. He was the first Marxist to sit in the French legislature and for three
decades served as the chief theoretician and propagandist for Marxism in France. With his wife, Laura, he
translated the Communist Manifesto and other works, introducing and applying Marxist thought in France.

Demonstrating an almost seamless web between intellectual and family history, Leslie Derfler relates ideas
and family identity in this account of the first forty years of Paul Lafargue’s life. Lafargue, like his famous
father-in-law, called for ideological purity and demanded total hostility to anarchists and reformists. He
insisted on economic determinism, the primacy of the concept of the class struggle, and the theory of surplus
value. But he made his own contributions as well, particularly in his insistence on rejecting the domination of
bourgeois values. Lafargue’s most famous pamphlet, The Right To Be Lazy, showed the advantages that
labor could derive by rejecting the bourgeois work ethic. An intellectual of power, he pioneered in the
application of Marxist methods of analysis to questions of anthropology, aesthetics, and literary criticism.

Born in Cuba of mixed racial descent, Lafargue joined in demonstrations as a medical student in Paris in the
1860s and was forced into exile. Resuming his studies in London, he became a fixture in the Marx household
until he married Laura Marx and moved to Paris. There he worked to expand the influence of the
International Workingmen’s Association, but fled to Spain following the general repression after the fall of
the Paris Commune. He continued his efforts on behalf of Marxism in Spain and then for ten years in
London before returning to France, where he helped to found the new Marxist Parti Ouvrier Français, in
1882.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Paul Lafargue and the Founding of French Marxism,
1842-1882. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Paul Lafargue and the Founding of French Marxism, 1842-1882. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Peter Wilson:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time
to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can do that
will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this Paul Lafargue and the Founding of French Marxism, 1842-1882 to
read.

Robin Norfleet:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Paul Lafargue and the Founding of French Marxism, 1842-1882, you can tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Sandra Lester:

Paul Lafargue and the Founding of French Marxism, 1842-1882 can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Paul Lafargue and the Founding of
French Marxism, 1842-1882 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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