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On a traditional conception of the human mind, reasoning can be rational or irrational, but perception cannot.
Perception is simply a source of new information, and cannot be assessed for rationality. Susanna Siegel
argues that this conception is wrong. Drawing on examples involving racism, emotion, self-defense law, and
scientific theories, The Rationality of Perception makes the case that perception itself can be rational or
irrational.

The Rationality of Perception argues that reasoning and perception are often deeply intertwined. When
unjustified beliefs, fears, desires, or prejudices influence what we perceive, we face a philosophical problem:
is it reasonable to strengthen what one believes, fears, or suspects, on the basis of an experience that was
generated, unbeknownst to the perceiver, by those very same beliefs, fears, or suspicions? Siegel argues that
it is not reasonable--even though it may seem that way to the perceiver. In these cases, a perceptual
experience may itself be irrational, because it is brought about by irrational influences.

Siegel systematically distinguishes a number of different kinds of influences on perception, and builds a
theory of how such influences on perception determine what it's rational or irrational to believe. She uses the
main conclusions to analyze perceptual manifestations of racism. This book makes vivid the far-reaching
consequences of psychological and cultural influences on perception. Its method shows how analytic
philosophy, social psychology, history and politics can be mutually illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Knight:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually
option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you
should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Rationality of Perception can
be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bernice Martinez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Rationality of
Perception which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

John Davis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Rationality of Perception was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Rationality of Perception has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

John Hayes:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Rationality of Perception can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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