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Which branch of government should be entrusted with safeguarding individual rights? Conventional wisdom
assigns this responsibility to the courts, on the grounds that liberty can only be protected through judicial
interpretation of bills of rights. In fact it is difficult for many people even to conceive of any other way that
rights might be protected. John Dinan challenges this understanding by tracing and evaluating the different
methods that have been used to protect rights in the United States from the founding until the present era.

By examining legislative statutes, judicial decisions, convention proceedings, and popular initiatives in four
representative states Massachusetts, Virginia, Michigan, and Oregon Dinan shows that rights have been
secured in the American polity in three principal ways. Throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
rights were protected primarily through representative institutions. Then in the early twentieth century,
citizens began to turn to direct democratic institutions to secure their rights. It was not until the mid-
twentieth century that judges came to be seen as the chief protectors of liberties.

By analyzing the relative ability of legislators, citizens, and judges to serve as guardians of rights, Dinan's
study demonstrates that each is capable of securing certain rights in certain situations. Elected representatives
are generally capable of protecting most rights, but popular initiatives provide an effective mechanism for
securing rights in the face of legislative intransigence, and judicial decisions offer a superior means of
protecting liberties in crisis times. Accordingly, rather than viewing rights protection as the peculiar province
of any single institution, this task ought to be considered the proper responsibility of all these institutions.

By undertaking a comparison of these institutional methods across such a wide expanse of time, Keeping the
People's Liberties makes a highly original contribution to the literature on rights protection and provides a
new perspective on debates about the contemporary role of representative, populist, and judicial institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Henderson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Keeping the People's Liberties: Legislators, Citizens,
and Judges as Guardians of Rights. Try to face the book Keeping the People's Liberties: Legislators,
Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of Rights as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Lindsey:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Keeping the People's Liberties:
Legislators, Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of Rights to read.

Lila Johnson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Keeping the People's Liberties: Legislators, Citizens, and Judges as
Guardians of Rights was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Janice Evans:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Keeping the People's Liberties: Legislators, Citizens, and Judges as Guardians of Rights. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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