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In this beautifully realized study, Peter Schäfer investigates the origins of a female manifestation of God in
Jewish mysticism. The search itself is a fascinating exploration of the idea of a feminine divinity. And
Schäfer's surprising but persuasive conclusions yield deeper understanding of the complex but frequently
intimate relationship between Christianity and Judaism--and of the development of religious concepts more
generally.

Toward the end of the twelfth century, a small book titled the Bahir (Light) appeared in Provence. The first
document of Judaism's emerging kabbalistic movement, it introduced a completely new view of God, one
that included a divine potency that was essentially female. This female divinity was portrayed both as a
mediator between Jews and God and as part of the Godhead itself. Examining Judaic history from the
biblical Wisdom tradition to the Middle Ages, Schäfer finds some precedents for the Kabbalah's feminine
divinity. But he cannot account for her forceful appearance in twelfth-century southern France without
reference to the immediate Christian environment, particularly the flourishing veneration of the Virgin Mary.
Indeed, twelfth-century Jews and Christians were simultaneously rediscovering the feminine as an aspect of
the Godhead after having abandoned it in favor of either an abstract, disembodied God or an exclusively
male one.

In proposing that the medieval cult of Mary--rather than eastern Gnosticism--is the appropriate framework
for understanding the feminine elements in Jewish mysticism, Mirror of His Beauty represents a sea change
in Kabbalah and Jewish-Christian cultural studies. It shifts our attention from the Byzantine East to the Latin
Christian West. And in contrast to histories that treat the development of Judaism and Christianity in
isolation, it leads us to a fuller understanding of Jews and Christians living in proximity, aware of each other.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Dotson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of
God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Mary Ransom:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine
Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Mirror of His Beauty:
Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-
book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Audrey Mack:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Mirror of His Beauty:
Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Rose Heck:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the
Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel



want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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