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"I don't blame my executioners. I will pray God bless them."

So said General Tomoyuki Yamashita, Japan's most accomplished military commander, as he stood on the
scaffold in Manila in 1946. His stoic dignity typified the man his U.S. Army defense lawyers had come to
deeply respect in the first war crimes trial of World War II. Moments later, he was dead. But had justice been
served? Allan A. Ryan reopens the case against Yamashita to illuminate crucial questions and controversies
that have surrounded his trial and conviction, but also to deepen our understanding of broader contemporary
issues—especially the limits of command accountability.

The atrocities of 1944 and 1945 in the Philippines—rape, murder, torture, beheadings, and starvation, the
victims often women and children—were horrific. They were committed by Japanese troops as General
Douglas MacArthur's army tried to recapture the islands. Yamashita commanded Japan's dispersed and
besieged Philippine forces in that final year of the war. But the prosecution conceded that he had neither
ordered nor committed these crimes. MacArthur charged him, instead, with the crime—if it was one—of
having "failed to control" his troops, and convened a military commission of five American generals, none of
them trained in the law. It was the first prosecution in history of a military commander on such a charge.

In a turbulent and disturbing trial marked by disregard of the Army's own rules, the generals delivered the
verdict they knew MacArthur wanted. Yamashita's lawyers appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, whose
controversial decision upheld the conviction over the passionate dissents of two justices who invoked, for the
first time in U.S. legal history, the concept of international human rights.

Drawing from the tribunal's transcripts, Ryan vividly chronicles this tragic tale and its personalities. His
trenchant analysis of the case's lingering question—should a commander be held accountable for the crimes
of his troops, even if he has no knowledge of them—has profound implications for all military commanders.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

The book Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's
Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) to get your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes,
MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Theresa Gordon:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Yamashita's
Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
to read.

Michael Johnson:

The book with title Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command Accountability
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Frances Barrett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just in search of the Yamashita's Ghost: War Crimes, MacArthur's Justice, and Command
Accountability (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) when you required it?
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