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When first published in 1947, A Short History of Opera immediately achieve international status as a classic
in the field. Now, more than five decades later, this thoroughly revised and expanded fourth edition informs
and entertains opera lovers just as its predecessors have.

The fourth edition incorporates new scholarship that traces the most important developments in the evolution
of musical drama. After surveying anticipations of the operative form in the lyric theater of the Greeks,
medieval dramatic music, and other forerunners, the book reveals the genre's beginnings in the seventeenth
century and follows its progress to the present day.

A SHort History of Opera examines not only the standard performance repertoire, but also works considered
important for the genre's development. Its expanded scope investigates opera from Eastern European
countries and Finland. The section on twentieth-century opera has been reorganized around national operatic
traditions, including a chapter devoted solely to opera in the United States that incorporates material on the
American musical and ties between classical opera and popular musical theater. A separate section on
Chinese opera is also included.

With an extensive multilanguage bibliography, more than one hundred musical examples, and stage
illustrations, this authoritative one-volume survey will be invaluable to students and serious opera buffs.
New fans will also find it highly accessible and informative. Extremely thorough in its coverage. A Short
History of Opera is now more than ever the book to turn to for anyone who wants to know about the history
of this art form.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Felix:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Short History of Opera book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Marie Walsh:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A
Short History of Opera the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous
to. The A Short History of Opera giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Johnny Harper:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This A Short History of Opera is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Robert Murphy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular A Short History of Opera can give
you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have A Short History of Opera.
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