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"?ik?yat Abu al-Q?sim, probably written in the 11th century by the otherwise unknown al-Azd?, tells the
story of a gate-crasher from Baghdad named Ab? al-Q?sim, who shows up uninvited at a party in Isfahan.
Dressed as a holy man and reciting religious poetry, he soon relaxes his demeanour, and, growing intoxicated
on wine, insults the other dinner guests and their Iranian hometown. Widely hailed as a narrative unique in
the history of Arabic literature, ?ik?yah also reflects a much larger tradition of banquet texts. Painting a
picture of a party-crasher who is at once a holy man and a rogue, he is a figure familiar to those who have
studied the ancient cynic tradition or other portrayals of wise fools, tricksters and saints in literatures from
the Mediterranean and beyond. This study therefore compares ?ik?yah, a mysterious text surviving in a
single manuscript, to other comical banquet texts and party-crashing characters, both from contemporary
Arabic literature and from Ancient Greece and Rome."
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Jones:

The book Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic Literature) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make examining a book Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic
Literature) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a
publication Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic Literature).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Darcie Hartman:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical
Arabic Literature) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer of Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical
Arabic Literature) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Hikayat Abi al-
Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic Literature) is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Matthew White:

This book untitled Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic
Literature) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you
can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from
your list.

William Kirby:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary
Banquet (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic Literature) to make your own reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to



like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Hikayat Abi al-Qasim: A Literary Banquet
(Edinburgh Studies in Classical Arabic Literature) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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