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Among the Old Order Mennonite and Amish communities of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the coming of
the telephone posed a serious challenge to the longstanding traditions of work, worship, silence, and visiting.
In 1907, Mennonites crafted a compromise in order to avoid a church split and grudgingly allowed
telephones for lay people while prohibiting telephone ownership among the clergy. By 1909, the Amish had
banned the telephone completely from their homes. Since then, the vigorous and sometimes painful debates
about the meaning of the telephone reveal intense concerns about the maintenance of boundaries between the
community and the outside world and the processes Old Order communities use to confront and mediate
change.

In Holding the Line, Diane Zimmerman Umble offers a historical and ethnographic study of how the Old
Order Mennonites and Amish responded to and accommodated the telephone from the turn of the twentieth
century to the present. For Old Order communities, Umble writes, appropriate use of the telephone marks the
edges of appropriate association--who can be connected to whom, in what context, and under what
circumstances. Umble's analysis of the social meaning of the telephone explores the effect of technology on
community identity and the maintenance of cultural values through the regulation of the means of
communication.

"An excellent piece of work that makes an original and substantial contribution to multiple fields:
anthropology, sociology, American studies, communication, history, and cultural studies. The scholarship is
sound and the analysis is superb. Well-written and highly readable, this book is wonderful."--Lana Rakow,
University of North Dakota
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite
and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Sheldon Downs:

The book untitled Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books
in Anabaptist Studies) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Fred Swett:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Holding the Line: The Telephone in
Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) is simple to bring you can read it
in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Brian Robinson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish
Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get
many advantages.
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