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In a career writing fiction that spans more than 40 years, James A. Michener has refined the art of telling an
engrossing story while presenting massive amounts of factual information. His narratives are characterized
by an acute sense of place and important themes such as human tolerance, the relationship between human
beings and their environment, and the value of human courage and hard work. This study is the first to assess
and analyze his fictional work in more than ten years and discusses his recent fiction, as well as his important
historical fiction. The work features a biographical chapter, an overview of his fictional works, and close,
critical readings of nine of his most noted novels which will be of special interest to students of American
history.

An opening chapter discusses his life, including his childhood, education, travels, and the path that led him to
become a premier storyteller. The overview chapter examines the characteristics of his fiction and general
thematic concerns and offers brief consideration of the novels not analyzed in indivual chapters. The
remaining eight chapters focus on individual novels: The Fires of Spring, Hawaii, Centennial, Chesapeake,
The Covenant, Space, Texas, Alaska, and Miracle in Seville. Each novel is analyzed for plot structure,
characterization, and thematic elements. In addition, Severson defines and applies alternative critical
perspectives from which to read the novel. A complete, up-to-date bibliography of Michener's fiction and
bibliography of reviews and criticism complete the work. This up-to-date critique of Michener's work will
supercede the out-of-date works on the public library shelf and will support the secondary school
interdisciplinary American history/literature curriculum.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This James A. Michener: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Anita Jones:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this James A. Michener: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Carl Kile:

This James A. Michener: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this James A.
Michener: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be among the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this James A.
Michener: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Johnny Relyea:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this James A. Michener: A Critical Companion (Critical



Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can make you experience more interested to read.
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