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A critical reader of the history of marriage understands that it is an institution that has always been in flux. It
is also a decidedly complicated one, existing simultaneously in the realms of religion, law, and emotion. And
yet recent years have seen dramatic and heavily waged battles over the proposition of including same sex
couples in marriage. Just what is at stake in these battles?
 
License to Wed examines the meanings of marriage for couples in the two first states to extend that right to
same sex couples: California and Massachusetts. The two states provide a compelling contrast: while in
California the rights that go with marriage—inheritance, custody, and so forth—were already granted to
couples under the state’s domestic partnership law, those in Massachusetts did not have this same set of
rights. At the same time, Massachusetts has offered civil marriage consistently since 2004; Californians, on
the other hand, have experienced a much more turbulent legal path. And yet, same-sex couples in both states
seek to marry for a variety of interacting, overlapping, and evolving reasons that do not vary significantly by
location.
 
The evidence shows us that for many of these individuals, access to civil marriage in particular—not
domestic partnership alone, no matter how broad—and not a commitment ceremony alone, no matter how
emotional—is a home of such personal, civic, political, and instrumental resonance that it is ultimately
difficult to disentangle the many meanings of marriage. This book attempts to do so, and in the process
reveals just what is at stake for these couples, how access to a legal institution fundamentally alters their
consciousness, and what the impact of legal inclusion is for those traditionally excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Venne:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to
Same-Sex Couples. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important some sort of book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sean Scruggs:

The book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book License
to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples for being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like available and read a publication License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to
Same-Sex Couples. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Roberta Nieves:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-
Sex Couples was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book License to Wed: What
Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Frances York:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage
Means to Same-Sex Couples to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to start a book and study it. Beside that the book License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-
Sex Couples can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of that time.
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