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Before the nineteenth century, instrumental music was considered inferior to vocal music. Kant described
wordless music as "more pleasure than culture," and Rousseau dismissed it for its inability to convey
concepts. But by the early 1800s, a dramatic shift was under way. Purely instrumental music was now being
hailed as a means to knowledge and embraced precisely because of its independence from the limits of
language. What had once been perceived as entertainment was heard increasingly as a vehicle of thought.
Listening had become a way of knowing.

Music as Thought traces the roots of this fundamental shift in attitudes toward listening in the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. Focusing on responses to the symphony in the age of Beethoven, Mark Evan
Bonds draws on contemporary accounts and a range of sources--philosophical, literary, political, and
musical--to reveal how this music was experienced by those who heard it first.

Music as Thought is a fascinating reinterpretation of the causes and effects of a revolution in listening.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven. Try
to face the book Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven as your good friend.
It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Christine Andrews:

The book Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Music as
Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of
Beethoven has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Avis Marguez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Music as
Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven, you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Vanessa Gilliam:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Only



choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Music as Thought: Listening to the Symphony in the Age of Beethoven. You can more pleasing than now.
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