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Did George Bush's use of the Willie Horton story during the1988 presidential campaign communicate most
effectively when no one noticed its racial meaning? Do politicians routinely evoke racial stereotypes, fears,
and resentments without voters' awareness? This controversial, rigorously researched book argues that they
do. Tali Mendelberg examines how and when politicians play the race card and then manage to plausibly
deny doing so.

In the age of equality, politicians cannot prime race with impunity due to a norm of racial equality that
prohibits racist speech. Yet incentives to appeal to white voters remain strong. As a result, politicians often
resort to more subtle uses of race to win elections. Mendelberg documents the development of this implicit
communication across time and measures its impact on society. Drawing on a wide variety of research--
including simulated television news experiments, national surveys, a comprehensive content analysis of
campaign coverage, and historical inquiry--she analyzes the causes, dynamics, and consequences of racially
loaded political communication. She also identifies similarities and differences among communication about
race, gender, and sexual orientation in the United States and between communication about race in the
United States and ethnicity in Europe, thereby contributing to a more general theory of politics.

Mendelberg's conclusion is that politicians--including many current state governors--continue to play the
race card, using terms like "welfare" and "crime" to manipulate white voters' sentiments without overtly
violating egalitarian norms. But she offers some good news: implicitly racial messages lose their appeal,
even among their target audience, when their content is exposed.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

This The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton
Paperbacks) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That The Race Card: Campaign Strategy,
Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) without we recognize teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Race Card:
Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) can bring any time
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of
Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Kina Chatman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm
of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) as the daily resource information.

David Thompson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of
Equality (Princeton Paperbacks), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Roberta Anglin:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Race Card: Campaign Strategy,



Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Race
Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality (Princeton Paperbacks) can to be
your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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