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The backbone of classical Greek armies was the phalanx of heavily armored spearmen, or hoplites. These
were the soldiers that defied the might of Persiaat Marathon, Thermopylae and Plataea and, more often,
fought each other in the countless battles of the Greek city-states. For around two centuries they were the
dominant soldiers of the Classical world, in great demand as mercenaries throughout the Mediterranean and
Middle East. Y et, despite the battle descriptions of Herodotus, Thucydides, X enophon etc, and copious
evidence of Greek art and archaeology, there are still many aspects of hoplite warfare that are little
understood or the subject of fierce academic debate.

Christopher Matthew's groundbreaking reassessment combines rigorous analysis of the literary and
archaeological evidence with the new disciplines of reconstructive archaeology, re-enactment and ballistic
science. He focuses meticuloudly on the details of the equipment, tactics and capabilities of the individual
hoplites. In so doing he challenges some long-established assumptions. For example, despite a couple of
centuries of study of the hoplites portrayed in Greek vase paintings, Matthew manages to glean from them
some startlingly fresh insights into how hoplites wielded their spears.

These findings are supported by practical testing with his own replica hoplite panoply and the experiences of
agroup of dedicated re-enactors. He also tackles such questions as the protective properties of hoplite shields
and armor and the much-vexed debate on the exact nature of the 'othismos, the climax of phalanx-on-
phalanx clashes. Thisis an innovative and refreshing reassessment of one of the most important kinds of
troopsin ancient warfare, sure to make a genuine contribution to the state of knowledge.

Christopher Matthew has just completed his doctoral thesis on hoplite warfare at MacQuarie University in
Sydney, where one of his assessors has said he 'singlehandedly advanced the whole field'. He has also been
invited to lecture on the subject at other Australian universities. This book, closely based on his doctoral
thesis, will be hisfirst, although he has already had several articles published in academic journals. 'Heis
currently working on a new trandation of Aelian's work on tactics and co-editing (with Dr Matthew Trundle)
Beyond the Gates of Fire: New Perspectives on the Battle of Thermopylae, both of which will be published
by Pen & Sword.

REVIEWS

“...groundbreaking reassessment combines rigorous analysis of literary and archaeological evidence with the
new disciplines of reconstructive archaeology, reenactment and ballistic science...painstakingly examines
and reconstructs details of hoplites' equipment, tactics and capabilities...Both experts and laymen can gain
fresh knowledge from reading this well written analysis of ancient warfare...”

Toy Soldier and Model Figure Magazine

"The author has taken a fresh look at old evidence of ancient Greek writers and artists and coupled that with
modern research. . . . In the process, some interesting and groundbreaking devel opments emerge that shed
new light on just what the ancient writers meant and how much artistic license was used in creating the vase
paintings we envision when we think of this period of history. Thisis a serious work of intellectual
pursuit."2IPMS/USA



"...indispensable reading for anyone interested in ancient warfare."
NYMAS

"...practical and thought provoking...awell-argued, well-written and well-illustrated chance to think about
the problem anew."
The Historian

asignificant contribution to the field of ancient military history...will force historians to re-eva uate the
pertinent primary sources and their own reconstructions of the equipment and tactics employed on ancient
Greek battlefields. A Storm of Spearsis now must reading for all military historians, classicists, and serious
students interested in a reconstructive archaeological approach to ancient infantry warfare

Michigan War Studies
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From reader reviews:
Inez Morales:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhile is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of A Storm of Spears:
Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Steve Pratt:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will

not happen throughout you if you take A Storm of Spears. Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War as your
daily resource information.

Eugene Brown:

The guide with title A Storm of Spears. Understanding the Greek Hoplite at War includes alot of
information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular
book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Amy Parr:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this book. This A Storm of Spears: Understanding the
Greek Hoplite at War is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train aswell as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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