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1995 Margaret Mead Award winner! This personal account by a biocultural anthropologist illuminates
important, not-soon-forgotten messages involving the more sobering aspects of conducting fieldwork among
malnourished children in West Africa. With nutritional anthropology at its core, Dancing Skeletons presents
informal, engaging and oftentimes dramatic stories from the field that relate the author’s experiences
conducting research on infant feeding and health in Mali. Through fascinating vignettes and honest, vivid
descriptions, Dettwyler explores such diverse topics as ethnocentrism, culture shock, population control,
breastfeeding, child care, the meaning of disability and child death in different cultures, female circumcision,
women’s roles in patrilineal societies, the dangers of fieldwork, and the realities involved in researching
emotionally draining topics. Readers will alternately laugh and cry as they meet the author’s friends and
informants, follow her through a series of encounters with both peri-urban and rural Bambara culture, and
struggle with her as she attempts to reconcile her very different roles as objective ethnographer, subjective
friend, and mother in the field. (Not-for-sale instructor resource material available to college and university
faculty only; contact the publisher directly.)
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

In other case, little persons like to read book Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Brett Baker:

This Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa is great book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa in your hand like having the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small
right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that will?

Nellie Wellborn:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Perla Baxter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa was filled with regards to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can



experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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