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Inka khipus—spun and plied cords that record information through intricate patterns of knots and
colors—constitute the only available primary sources on the Inka empire not mediated by the hands, minds,
and motives of the conquering Europeans. As such, they offer direct insight into the worldview of the
Inka—a view that differs from European thought as much as khipus differ from alphabetic writing, which the
Inka did not possess. Scholars have spent decades attempting to decipher the Inka khipus, and Gary Urton
has become the world's leading authority on these artifacts.

In Inka History in Knots, Urton marshals a lifetime of study to offer a grand overview of the types of
quantative information recorded in khipus and to show how these records can be used as primary sources for
an Inka history of the empire that focuses on statistics, demography, and the "longue durée" social processes
that characterize a civilization continuously adapting to and exploiting its environment. Whether the Inka
khipu keepers were registering census data, recording tribute, or performing many other administrative tasks,
Urton asserts that they were key players in the organization and control of subject populations throughout the
empire and that khipu record-keeping vitally contributed to the emergence of political complexity in the
Andes. This new view of the importance of khipus promises to fundamentally reorient our understanding of
the development of the Inka state and the possibilities for writing its history.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Inka History in Knots: Reading
Khipus as Primary Sources is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Pat Swartz:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Inka History in
Knots: Reading Khipus as Primary Sources suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Inka History in Knots: Reading Khipus as Primary Sourcesis the
main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Christopher Hill:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Inka History in Knots: Reading
Khipus as Primary Sources that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Inka History in Knots: Reading Khipus as Primary Sources
become your own personal starter.

Bessie Starns:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Inka History in Knots: Reading Khipus as Primary Sources was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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