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If fresh water is to be treasured, the Great Lakes are the mother lode. No bodies of water can compare to
them. One of them, Superior, is the largest lake on earth, and the five lakes together contain a fifth of the
world's supply of standing fresh water. Their ten thousand miles of shoreline bound eight states and a
Canadian province and are longer than the entire Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the United States. Their
surface area of 95,000 square miles is greater than New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island combined. People who have never visited them -- who have
never seen a squall roar across Superior or the horizon stretch unbroken across Michigan or Huron -- have no
idea how big they are. They are so vast that they dominate much of the geography, climate, and history of
North America. In one way or another, they affect the lives of tens of millions of people.

The Living Great Lakes is the most complete book ever written about the history, nature, and science of these
remarkable lakes at the heart of North America. From the geological forces that formed them to the industrial
atrocities that nearly destroyed them, to the greatest environmental success stories of our time, the lakes are
portrayed in all their complexity. The book, however, is much more than just history. It is also the story of
the lakes as told by biologists, fishermen, sailors, and others whom the author grew to know while traveling
with them on boats and hiking with them on beaches and islands.

The book is also the story of a personal journey. It is the narrative of a six-week voyage through the lakes
and beyond as a crewmember on a tallmasted schooner, and a memoir of a lifetime spent on and near the
lakes. Through storms and fog, on remote shores and city waterfronts, the author explores the five Great
Lakes in all seasons and moods and discovers that they and their connecting waters -- including the Erie
Canal, the Hudson River, and the East Coast from New York to Maine -- offer a surprising and bountiful
view of America. The result is a meditation on nature and our place in the world, a discussion and cautionary
tale about the future of water resources, and a celebration of a place that is both fragile and robust, diverse,
rich in history and wildlife, often misunderstood, and worthy of our attention.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas.

Tawny Morgenstern:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Teresa Ealy:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Living Great
Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Debbie Yarborough:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart
of the Inland Seas was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Living
Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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